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MUSICIANS

Ariel Blue................................................................................Mama Gay/Ensemble

Brian L. Boyd......................................................................................... Frankie Gaye

Jada Carson..................................................................................................Ensemble

Jazzmin Carson................................................................ Kim Weston/Ensemble

Jonathan Isaac......................................................... Ensemble/ u/s Marvin Gaye

Michael Kinsey..............................................................................................Papa Gay

LaKesha Lorene*...............................................................Anna Gordy/Ensemble

Delores McKenzie................................................. Ensemble/ u/s Tammi Terrell

Michael Mejia-Mendez*............................................ Stevie Wonder/Ensemble

Raleigh Mosely II...................................................Ensemble/ u/s Frankie Gaye

Amber Myers.............................................................Ensemble/ u/s Kim Weston

Avery LaMar Pope......................................................................................Ensemble

Sheldon Rhoden....................................................................................Marvin Gaye

Jai Shanae*.......................................................................Tammi Terrell/Ensemble

Terry Spann..............................................................................................Berry Gordy

Emerald Rose Sullivan*.................................................... Janis Gaye/Ensemble

*Member of Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), the Union of Professional Actors and 
Stage Managers in the United States

Our live band plays backstage!  

Matthew McKinnon................................................... Music Director/ Main Keys

Jamar Camp........................................................................................ Auxiliary Keys
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Henley Connor lll...............................................................................................Drums

SPECIAL THANKS

Leya Black—Scenic Artist

Fabulous Finds benefitting The Pines of Sarasota
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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

WISH LIST

I’m overjoyed that we are bringing back one of the most popular and signature 
original shows we’ve ever staged at WBTT—Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul. The 
talented and incomparable Sheldon Rhoden is reprising the title role, marking 
over a decade of memorable performances with us. Many other WBTT 
favorites join him in this phenomenal cast. After inviting Sheldon into my 
company many years ago I immediately recognized his unique talent. Casting 
him in an original revue entitled Soulful Duets of the 70s, he was assigned two 
Marvin Gaye songs and every night he came onstage to sing them, the women 
would go wild. It was also evident to me that Sheldon was clueless about the 
natural magnetism he had and conveyed onstage. 

When the show closed I was inspired to write a full musical production called 
Marvin Gaye: A Man and His Music. The show would star our new singer 
Sheldon Rhoden. To his surprise I met with him privately at the theatre to 
inform him of the new show. He was totally taken aback but accepted the 
opportunity. Little did either one of us know the popularity, excitement, 
and legacy we were creating. The show opened to rave reviews and incited 
immediate interest and adoration for Sheldon. He embraced it with humility 
and grace which made our audiences love and appreciate him even more. 

I am excited to bring Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul 
back to the stage this season. It features a more 
mature, seasoned, and confident Sheldon 
Rhoden, a stellar supporting cast, and the multi-
talented music director Matthew McKinnon 
conducting our Marvin Gaye band. Sheldon is 
a wonderful artist who represents the brand of 
WBTT, a homegrown native of our community 
who found his voice and honed his talent 
and has embraced the incredible support and 
mentorship. Many of our artists have benefited 
from this show and it has helped propel them to 
their dreams and professional careers. 

It gives me great joy to bring Sheldon and this 
show back to the stage. I can truly say it has 
been an immensely rewarding experience to 
work with this phenomenal man. Open your 
hearts, minds, and spirits as we celebrate one of 
the most iconic singers and songwriters of all 
time. Although the Prince of Soul is no longer 
with us, his music and legacy lives on. It’s our 
hope that telling his story through his songs 
will move you as much as when you first heard 
Marvin Gaye’s voice.

—Nate Jacobs

Sheldon Rhoden as Marvin Gaye, 2011
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE 

Stubborn Kind of Fellow (M. Gaye-M. Stevenson-G. Gordy)........Ensemble

It’s a Highway to Heaven (A. Dorsey-A. Bradford).....................Underscore

He Doesn’t Hate You (N. Jacobs-J. Dodge).................................... Mama Gay

His Eye is On the Sparrow (C. Martin-C. Gabriel)..................... Marvin Gaye

I’ve Got the World on a String (H. Arlen-T. Koehler)............... Marvin Gaye

Honey Love (C. McPhatter- J. Wexler)....................................... The DC Tones

Cry (C. Kohlman)..................................................Marvin Gaye & The DC Tones

Hey Little School Girl (E. McDaniel-R. Palmer-M. Ames)......The Marquees

Wyatt Earp (E. McDaniel-R. Palmer-M, Ames).....................The Marquees

Mama Loochie (H. Fuqua-M. Gaye)......................................... The Moonglows

Mr. Sandman (P. Ballard).................................................................... Marvin Gaye

Too Busy Thinking About My Baby.......................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(M. Whitfield-J. Bradford-B. Strong)

Stubborn Kind of Fellow...........................................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(M. Gaye-M. Stevenson-G. Gordy)

Too Busy Thinking About My Baby (Reprise)................ Women Ensemble
(M. Whitfield-J. Bradford-B. Strong)

Fingertips (C. Paul-H. Cosby)...................................................... Stevie Wonder

Can I Get A Witness ...................................................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(B. Holland- L. Dozier- E. Holland Jr.)

Pride and Joy ...............................................................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(M. Gaye-W. Stevenson-E. Holland Jr.)

How Sweet it Is (To Be Loved by You)......................................... Marvin Gaye
(B. Holland-L. Dozier-E. Holland Jr.)

Ain’t That Peculiar................................................................................ Marvin Gaye
(W. Moore-W. Robinson Jr.-R. Rogers-M. Tarplin)

THERE WILL BE ONE 15-MINUTE INTERMISSION

Any video and/or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT TWO 

I Heard It Through the Grapevine................................................... Marvin Gaye
(M. Whitfield-B. Strong)

It Takes Two (S. Moy-W. Stevenson)................Marvin Gaye & Kim Weston

It’s Me (B. Gordy Jr.-S. Robinson).....................Marvin Gaye & Kim Weston

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough....................Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell
(N. Ashford-B. Simpson) 

Ain’t Nothing Like the Real Thing..................Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell
(N. Ashford-B. Simpson)

What You Gave Me..............................................Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell
(N. Ashford-B. Simpson)

Your Precious Love..............................................Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell
(N. Ashford-B. Simpson)

What’s Going On..........................................................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(A. Cleveland-R. Benson-M. Gaye)

Yesterday (J. Lennon-P. McCartney).............Marvin Gaye & Tammi Terrell

Mercy Mercy Me (The Ecology) (M. Gaye).........Marvin Gaye & Ensemble

Inner City Blues (Makes Me Wanna Holler) ......Marvin Gaye & Ensemble
(M. Gaye-J. Nyx)

Whatever Happened to Motown? (N. Jacobs-J. Dodge).............Ensemble

Let’s Get It On (M. Gaye-E. Townsend)................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble

When Did You Stop Loving Me, When Did I Stop Loving You.............Marvin
(M. Gaye)                                                    Gaye, Anna Gaye, Janis Gaye

I Want You (A. Ross-L. Ware)..................................Marvin Gaye & Ensemble

Star Spangled Banner (F.S. Key-J.S. Smith)............................... Marvin Gaye 

Sexual Healing (D. Ritz-O. Brown-M. Gaye)........Marvin Gaye & Ensemble

Distant Lover (G. Gordy Fuqua-M. Gaye-S. Greene)............... Marvin Gaye

Frankie’s Song (N. Jacobs)..................................... Frankie Gaye & Ensemble

If I Should Die Tonight (M. Gaye-E. Townsend)......................... Marvin Gaye



CAST AND CREATIVE

NATE JACOBS* (Director, 
Founder/Artistic Director) 
is Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe’s Founder 
& Artistic Director. He 
is a driving force in 
Florida’s theatre scene. A 
graduate of Florida A&M 
University, Nate founded 

Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe in 1999. 
He has written, composed, directed and 
performed in many shows, as an actor, 
singer, dancer and comedian. He works 
extensively in the community, training and 
mentoring youth in the performing arts. As 
a result of his outstanding contributions 
to young people, the Sarasota County 
Branch NAACP Youth Council recognized 
Nate as one of its 2012 Men of Valor. In 
the spring of 2013, he was inducted into 
the Community Video Archives Hall of 
Fame for his significant contributions to 
the arts and education. In 2015, Nate was 
recognized as a Champion of Diversity for 
the arts during the Biz (941) and La Guia 
magazines’ Unity Awards Luncheon, and 
was honored with the prestigious Larry 
Leon Hamlin Producer Award during the 
National Black Theatre Festival in Winston-
Salem, N.C., “for his contributions to Black 
theatre specifically and American theatre 
in general.” In 2017, Goodwill Manasota 
named him a Community Ambassador 
of the Year. In 2018, the Arts and Cultural 
Alliance of Sarasota County honored Nate 
with the Arts Leadership Award for Artistic 
Achievement. In 2021 Nate received the 
Perfect Pitch Award from Key Chorale, 
which recognized him as a driving force 
in the arts and for his collaborations 
with other arts organizations, including 
American Roots: The Gospel Experience, a 
series of concert performances with WBTT 
performers and Key Chorale presented in 
three area churches in the fall of 2019. In 
August 2022 he brought Soul Crooners, 
Featuring Sistas in the Name of Soul to the 
National Black Theatre Festival in Winston-
Salem, N.C. — WBTT’s fifth appearance 
there. He was featured in The New York 
Times in December 2021, in an article 
highlighting his mentorship and leadership, 
as well as WBTT’s community outreach.

DONALD FRISON 
(Choreographer) 
An accomplished 
choreographer, dancer 
and singer for over 
30 years, Donald has 
enjoyed great success. He 
was a dancer for the NBA 
Memphis Grizzlies Dance 

Team and a five-time champion on the 
syndicated talent competition television 
show Star Search with Ed McMahon. His 
theatre credits as a performer include 
Dreamgirls, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Five Guys 
Named Moe, Cats, It Ain’t Nothin’ But the 
Blues and The Music Man. For WBTT he 
choreographed Your Arms Too Short to 
Box with God in 2020, among many other 
shows throughout several seasons. “As 
WBTT’s Resident Choreographer I strive 
to keep the vision growing,” Donald says. 
“I’ve been fortunate to have had my work 
showcased at the National Black Theatre 
Festival with two shows, How I Got Over 
and Soul Man. I am so proud and honored 
to be part of such an amazing company 
with a wonderful vision. Thank you, Nate, 
cast and creative and Julie, for trusting 
me and my gift. Thank you to the staff 
and trustees for all your love and support. 
I thank God for blessing me with a gift 
to give to the world. May God bless all of 
you!”

MATTHEW MCKINNON 
(Music Director)  
Matthew is proud to be 
on the WBTT team as its 
resident music director. 
Being no stranger to the 
theater scene, Matthew 
has had the opportunity 
to music direct several 

productions including Broadway in Black, 
for which he won the Broadway World 
Award for Best Music Direction, Big Sexy: 
The Fats Waller Revue, Langston Hughes’ 
Black Nativity, Fame, Joyful! Joyful!, 
and others. Matthew’s love of music 
started as a child; he began studying the 
cello at the age of 5. He was accepted 
into Berklee College of Music and also 
attended Florida A&M University for B.A. 
in Music Education with emphasis in choral 
conducting. Matthew has been a composer, 
arranger, and director for many solo 
artists, groups, bands, and gospel choirs. 
He has performed/accompanied and 
shared the stage with great entertainers 
such as Jennifer Holliday, Melba Moore, 

* Member of Actors’ Equity Association (AEA), the Union 
of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United 
States.



Kirk Franklin, Jill Scott, Chester Gregory, 
and others. Matthew is also an award 
nominated recording artist under the name 
Matt Mykel with his music being distributed 
now on all digital platforms. He is a proud 
husband and married to his lovely wife, 
Nilaja who he calls Sunny. 

ARIEL BLUE (Mama 
Gay)—a well-known 
member of Westcoast 
Black Theatre Troupe—
was recently featured 
in Motherless in New 
York and at WBTT. She 
was also featured in The 
Know Women (Sarasota) 

magazine, and was last seen in WBTT’s 
Big Sexy: The Fats Waller Revue. Her 
many appearances on the WBTT stage 
include Black Nativity, Sistas in the Name 
of Soul, A Motown Christmas, The Amen 
Corner, Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul, and 
Soul Man. She has produced two of her 
own one-woman shows, most recently, 
The Bluelight Special. Ariel has worked 
consistently with WBTT since her breakout 
role in Ain’t Misbehavin’ in 2010. Other 
memorable shows include Little Shop of 
Horrors, Dreamgirls, Avenue Q, The Wiz, 
It Ain’t Nothin’ But the Blues, All Shook 
Up, Disenchanted, Love Sung in the Key of 
Aretha, and Beehive: The Musical. Ariel has 
been fortunate to perform at the National 
Black Theatre Festival with WBTT in 3 
productions: How I Got Over (2017), Soul 
Man (2019), Light Up The Night (2022). She 
has performed as a vocalist in the Connelli 
Circus in Switzerland and with the Florida 
Studio Theatre Improv. Ariel was also a 
contributing performer for the Sarasota-
Manatee community’s Suffragist Project 
in 2020. She is a graduate of Stetson 
University with a major in communications 
and a minor in theatre. In addition to 
performing, Ariel is an Aunt to two 
wonderful humans: Hovan & Hadara. www.
simplyarielblue.com / IG: @simplyarielblue.

BRIAN L. BOYD (Frankie 
Gaye) was born and 
raised in Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, and now resides 
in Atlanta, GA. He is 
a graduate of Florida 
A&M University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Theatre Performance. 

Brian was voted BroadwayWorld’s Vocalist 
of the Decade for Sarasota in 2020. 

He presented his WBTT Young Artist 
Program, A Rhapsody Revelation in 2019. 
His WBTT appearances include A Soldier’s 
Play, Dreamgirls, Guys and Dolls, Eubie!, 
Caroline, or Change, The Amen Corner, 
Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul, Raisin, The 
Mountaintop, A Motown Christmas, In 
The Heights, Broadway In Black, Dearly 
Departed, Black Nativity, and How I Got 
Over: A Tribute to Mahalia Jackson. Brian 
performed with the troupe at the National 
Black Theatre Festival in Winston-Salem, 
N.C. in 2017. Other regional credits include 
Ragtime (Midtown Arts Center, CO.), 
Dreamgirls (Lone Tree Arts Center, CO.), 
Smokey Joe’s Cafe (The Legacy Theatre, 
GA), and Motones vs. Jerseys (Washington, 
D.C.). Brian’s film work includes Co-Pilot, 
Spare Me, and Bridge To The Other Side, 
which you can find on Amazon Prime. Brian 
is the Co-Director of M.A.D. Music Acting 
Dance Inc. with fellow artist Brentney 
J., and is the artistic director of his own 
company, The Enigma Artistic Experience. 
www.musicactingdance.com.

JADA CARSON 
(Ensemble) is a recent 
graduate of the Savannah 
College of Art and Design 
where she obtained a 
BFA in Acting. During 
her time at SCAD, along 
with being a part of 
different film sets, Jada 

performed in BAM! Celebrating Black 
Artists in Music for 2 years, Antony and 
Cleopatra: The Experiment, and SCAD’s 
mainstage production of School Girls; 
or, The African Mean Girls Play. She has 
been involved in the arts most of her life, 
beginning at the age of 7 in her church’s 
choir, participating in show choir for three 
years, and then being accepted into the 
Alabama All State Honor Choir. During 
her time in Gonzales, LA, she made stage 
appearances in Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
Jr. (Flounder), Disney’s The Lion King Jr. 
(Rafiki), Shrek, The Musical Jr. (Dragon), 
She also appeared in The Color Purple 
(Doris) in Meridian, MS. Jada is excited to 
perform with her fellow artists and be a 
part of this amazing production!

CAST AND CREATIVE



JAZZMIN CARSON (Kim 
Weston/Ensemble) is 
delighted to be in her 
sixth production at 
Westcoast Black Theater 
Troupe! Her credits 
include performances 
such as Erzulie, the 
Goddess of Love in Once 

on This Island, ensemble in Dreamgirls, 
Joyful! Joyful!, and WBTT’s premiere of Big 
Sexy: The Fats Waller Revue, portraying 
the role of Henrietta Hash! A graduate of 
Alabama State University’s Bachelor of 
Arts program, Jazzmin’s collegiate show 
credits include August Wilson’s Gem of 
the Ocean and Dominique Morriseau’s 
Paradise Blue, where her love for theatre 
bloomed into what is now her dream and 
passion. She is a recipient of the Irene 
Ryan National Acting Scholarship and The 
College of Fellows Jane Alexander Acting 
Award, presented by the Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival. Jazzmin 
is thrilled to share the stage with WBTT 
legends and be a part of this phenomenal 
production!

JONATHAN ISAAC 
(Ensemble/ u/s Marvin 
Gaye) grew up influenced 
by a wide range of music. 
His supportive, single 
mother ensured he took 
advantage of great 
opportunities - leading 
him to perform before 

audiences at an early age. For over two 
decades, Jonathan’s soulful voice has 
been featured with various groups - both 
in recordings and on tours - in the DMV 
region. He has backed mainstream artists 
from many different genres, led several 
bands, and performed on main stages 
across the East Coast (namely festivals, 
orchestras, and professional theatres). 
Additionally, he still enjoys opportunities 
to coach the next generation of artists. 
Having moved to central Florida, Jonathan 
happily joined the WBTT family for several 
productions - including Black Nativity 
(2016, 2018); Jazz Links: The Harlem 
Renaissance (2017); and the SCD+WBTT 
Collab (2023). He is pleased to return to 
our stage and continue this journey of 
evolution! Special thanks to the director, 
staff, friends & family for your unwavering 
support. You may connect with Jonathan 
Isaac for bookings and networking via any 
social platform @contactjisaac.

CAST AND CREATIVE

MICHAEL KINSEY (Papa 
Gay) Michael Kinsey is a 
professional portrait and 
headshot photographer. 
His award-winning 
photography has been 
featured in Inc. Magazine, 
Sarasota Magazine, 
Dartmouth Alumni 

Magazine, and other publications. Michael’s 
theater work began with this company, 
working with Nate Jacobs at WBTT’s 
inception as a founding member in 1994. 
Being a featured performer every season 
through its first 13 years, Michael has 
appeared in more than 20 Westcoast Black 
Theater Troupe productions. Beyond this 
stage, Michael has worked with Sarasota’s 
Asolo Theatre, Florida Studio Theatre, and 
the Urbanite Theatre. Currently Michael’s 
first photography exhibition, “Views From 
The New Horizon” has debuted at the Art 
Center Sarasota to critical acclaim. The 
exhibition which features some of Michael’s 
dynamic portrait work has been extended 
and will be traveling to different galleries 
and venues throughout the city. Michael is 
also preparing to premiere his third short 
film, Gloria 19 to local theaters very soon. 
Kinsey wrote and directed the project. 
Moving forward, Michael plans to achieve 
his goal of producing more projects for film 
and television.

LAKESHA LORENE* 
(Anna Gordy/Ensemble) 
is ecstatic to make 
her Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe debut 
in Marvin Gaye: Prince 
of Soul. Lorene is an 
actress, producer and 
creative entrepreneur 

and is passionate about the arts and 
digital content promotion of arts based 
initiatives. She was last seen on stage as 
Chelle in Dominique Morisseau’s Detroit 
‘67 by The Naptown African American 
Theatre Collective, in Phoenix Theatre’s 
one-woman show by Dee Dee Batteast, No 
Aid’s No Maids or Stories I Can’t F*#%@n’ 
Hear No More, and as “Frances” in the 
Fonseca Theatre’s Mud Row by Dominique 
Morisseau. When she is not onstage, 
she is producing for her award winning 
film production company Loving Life 
Productions LLC (lovinglifeproductions.
com) or producing at her newly founded 
theatre, the Naptown African American 
Theatre Collective (naatcinc.org). She 



would like to thank Nate Jacobs and 
Donovan Whitney for the opportunity to 
work with this amazing cast and her family 
and friends for their loving support. All 
Glory to the Most High God!  
(@lakeshalorene)

DELORES MCKENZIE 
(Ensemble/ u/s Tammi 
Terrell) is a singer, actress, 
and voice over artist. 
She was born and raised 
in Sarasota. She was 
a principal production 
singer for Norwegian 
Cruise Lines for seven 

years, traveling to ports from Puerto Rico 
to Israel. She was recently chosen to be the 
voice of Royer Studios Anti-Tobacco and 
Vaping campaign against teen tobacco use. 
Just to name a few of her theatre credits, 
Delores has played Sarah in Ragtime, Bess 
in Porgy and Bess, and Tuptim in The King 
and I. She appeared previously at WBTT 
in Eubie, Broadway in Black, and Sistas in 
The Name of Soul. Delores is thrilled to be 
working with WBTT again! You can follow 
her on instagram @Dee_tour.

MICHAEL MEJIA-
MENDEZ* (Stevie 
Wonder/Ensemble) is 
in his 13th season with 
WBTT. He recently 
starred in the limited 
engagement sold out 
show Harry Belafonte as 
a tribute to the singer 

and activist. A talented actor and singer, 
Michael received stellar reviews and a 
Handy Award (Jay Handelman, Herald-
Tribune) for his performance as Usnavi in 
WBTT’s 2017 production of In the Heights. 
He earned rave reviews for his impressive 
work in Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul, Soul 
Man and Soul Crooners. He starred as 
Harry Belafonte in the Troupe’s 2014 hit, 
Harry and Lena, was Seymour in the 2015 
blockbuster Little Shop of Horrors and 
played the title role in 2016’s The Wiz. In 
2019 he appeared in WBTT’s production 
of Soul Man at the National Black Theatre 
Festival. He has a featured role in Playing 
Through, a movie about groundbreaking 
Black golf champion Ann Gregory. In 
2014, Michael was awarded a prestigious 
John Ringling Towers Fund grant in the 
performing arts category by the Arts & 
Cultural Alliance of Sarasota County. In 
January 2019 he was honored with an 

Impact Award from Visible Men Academy 
in the Arts category. The awards “shine a 
light on visible men...who mentor, educate 
and inspire underserved boys in our 
community.”

RALEIGH MOSELY II 
(Ensemble/ u/s Frankie 
Gaye) was last featured 
on WBTT’s stage in 
the holiday production 
Joyful! Joyful! and 
in his two sold out 
performances for his 
Young Artist Showcase 

titled titanium: a soul experience. Mosely 
was also seen in Dreamgirls as Jimmy 
“Thunder” Early and traveled to North 
Carolina for WBTT’s staging of Soul 
Crooners featuring Sistas in The Name of 
Soul at the National Black Theatre Festival 
in August 2022. Making his WBTT debut in 
the summer 2017 production of Broadway 
in Black, Raleigh has appeared in two 
productions each season since, including 
Black Nativity, Joyful! Joyful!, Marvin 
Gaye: Prince of Soul, In the Heights, and 
A Motown Christmas among other shows. 
Born and raised in Miami, he earned his 
BFA in musical theatre from the University 
of Central Florida. His other theatre 
credits include In the Heights (Orlando 
Shakes, Theater West End), Violet (Garden 
Theatre), Ragtime (Titusville Playhouse), 
Broadbend, Arkansas (Studio Theatre at 
TDS), Oklahoma (Gulf Coast Symphony) 
and The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee. Raleigh has music available 
for streaming, download, and purchase on 
all corresponding platforms. “God is Love. 
Love is wealth.”

AMBER MYERS 
(Ensemble/ u/s Kim 
Weston) is a Sarasota/
Bradenton native and 
no stranger to the stage. 
She received training 
from Nate Jacobs, 
Florida Studio Theater, 
Westcoast Black Theatre 

Troupe, and State College of Florida. She 
has been in productions such as Joyful! 
Joyful!, Black Nativity, and Arms Too Short 
to Box With God with WBTT and West Side 
Story as Rosalia at State College of Florida. 
She has done work with the Players Theatre 
and The Urbanite Theater. She was one of 
four featured artists for the Sarasota Pops 
Orchestra concert, “Spirit of America”.

CAST AND CREATIVE



AVERY LAMAR POPE 
(Ensemble) is elated to 
be making his Westcoast 
Black Theatre Troupe 
debut! Avery is a 
storyteller and author 
from Cleveland, OH. 
He tells stories through 
mediums including: 

acting, poetry, music, and playwriting. 
Acting credits include: Tantrum Theater, 
Cleveland Play House, Playhouse Square, 
Great Lakes Theater, Idaho Shakespeare 
Festival, Cleveland Public Theatre, Dobama 
Theatre, and Karamu House. Playwriting 
credits include: Horizon Theatre Company, 
Dobama Theatre, and First Look Buffalo 
Theatre Company. As a poet, he has 
performed on local and national stages, 
is a founding member of the Sparrow’s 
Fortune Spoken Word Collective, and is a 
self-published author having released “A 
Dozen Roses (... and other flowers too)” in 
2023. He graduated Cum Laude with a BFA 
in Performance from Ohio University and is 
a 2024 Karamu House Room in the House 
Performing Arts Fellow, a 2024 Cleveland 
Arts Prize Verge Fellowship Finalist, and a 
2022 Nord Family Foundation Playwright 
Fellowship Finalist. He thanks Nate Jacobs 
for this opportunity and all of the powerful 
artists he’s blessed to tell this story with. 
Most of all, Avery is incredibly grateful to 
his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, his family, 
and his close friends for their support. 
Psalm 91.

SHELDON RHODEN 
(Marvin Gaye) is a 
native of Sarasota. He is 
celebrating 16 years with 
WBTT since he first took 
the stage here in 2008. 
WBTT Founder/Artistic 
Director Nate Jacobs cast 
him in 2011 in the title 

role in Marvin Gaye: The Man and His Music 
and again in 2014 in Marvin Gaye: Prince of 
Soul. Sheldon performed in these shows 
for sold-out audiences, going on to win 
Herald-Tribune Curtain Call awards in 2011 
and 2014. He is thrilled to reprise the role 
of Marvin Gaye in this production. Sheldon 
has appeared in many shows with WBTT, 
including Soul Man, Motown ‘60s Revue, 
Dynamic Duets of the ‘70s, Magnificent 
Mills Brothers and the Soul Crooners. In 
April 2014 he premiered his self-directed 
show, titled Sheldon Sings; his EP “From 
Boy to MAN” was released the same year. 

The biggest highlight of Sheldon’s life has 
been the birth of his first child, Jaydon 
Roden, born October 31st, 2014.

JAI SHANAE* (Tammi 
Terrell/Ensemble) is 
a multi-talented artist 
native to Tampa, Florida. 
Jai has been seen and 
involved in numerous 
artistic projects, but 
was most recently seen 
in Ragtime (American 

Stage), The Color Purple (Stageworks 
Theatre), Mamma Mia (Maples Repertory 
Theatre), and Guys & Dolls (Westcoast 
Black Theatre). Other regional credits 
include: Tammi Terrell in Marvin Gaye: 
Prince of Soul (Westcoast Black Theatre); 
and a Hunnie in Jelly’s Last Jam (National 
Black Theatre Festival). Jai Shanae also 
starred in the short film Killer Date Night 
where you’ll also find her vocals on the 
closing credits soundtrack. Previously 
majoring in Chorus, Creative Writing, and 
Musical Theater during her high school 
years at Howard W. Blake, Jai Shanae 
wishes to have the platform to provide a 
safe, artistic space for battered women 
and children, and put an end to human-
trafficking and sexual violence.“I am black.  
I am woman. I am a survivor.” @JaiShanae

TERRY SPANN (Berry 
Gordy) hails from 
Milwaukee, WI where he 
began singing and acting 
at an early age. He is now 
a passionate performing 
artist and director. His 
theater directing credits 
include Charles Fuller’s A 

Soldier’s Play, August Wilson’s Radio Golf, 
Katori Hall’s Hoodoo Love, and Rodger’s 
and Hammerstein’s South Pacific! His 
live performance credits include: Guess 
Who’s Coming To Dinner, Miss Ever’s Boys 
(WATCH Award for Outstanding Featured 
Actor), Julius Caesar, Arabian Nights, A 
Raisin In The Sun, Clybourne Park, Jesus 
Christ Superstar, How to Succeed In 
Business Without Really Trying, Rent, The 
Wiz, Parade, Sweet Charity and Hair! He’s 
had a blast working with this amazing cast 
and crew and thanks his family and friends 
for their support!
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+ The Director is a member of the Stage Directors and 
Choreographers Society, a national theatrical labor union.



CAST AND CREATIVE

EMERALD ROSE 
SULLIVAN* (Janis Gaye/
Ensemble) is known 
for her TV roles on 
FBI: Most Wanted, The 
Blacklist and Gotham;  
Film credits include 
Paranormal Activity: Next 
of Kin and Baby Ruby. 

Emerald was previously seen in the WBTT 
productions of Pipeline, The Mountaintop, 
Knock Me A Kiss, Marvin Gaye: Prince of 
Soul, The Piano Lesson and Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom. Other theatre credits include 
The Mountaintop at Hattiloo Theatre, 
Possessing Harriet at East Lynne Theatre 
Company and Riots: B’Hoys Do Macbeth at 
the Metropolitan Playhouse. She received 
her BA degree in Acting from Pace 
University. Emerald is thrilled to be playing 
the role of Janis Gaye for the third time at 
WBTT!

ROLAND BLACK (Scenic Designer and 
Technical Director) was born and raised 
in the great state of Wyoming where 
he attended the University of Wyoming 
majoring in Theatre Technical Direction and 
Lighting Design. Over the past 25 years, 
Roland has worked as a Designer and 
Technical Director in educational, corporate 
and professional theatre. In his current role 
as WBTT Shop Foreman, Roland constructs 
the scenic elements for this season’s 
productions. Marvin Gaye: Prince of Soul 
will be Roland’s second time designing for 
the WBTT stage. 

ANNETTE BREAZEALE (Properties 
Designer) is WBTT’s Resident Properties 
Manager. She has designed props for area 
stages including Banyan Theatre Company 
and the FSU Conservatory at the Asolo 
Theatre. In addition, she has worked as 
art director and production designer for 
national and international feature films and 
music videos. She would like to thank Nate 
Jacobs for the opportunity to work with 
such a talented and inspirational group of 
theatre artists.

DARCI COLLINS (Resident Seamstress and 
Costume Designer) was born and raised in 
Minnesota. Darci has been working in the 
theatre industry for 29 years. This is her 5th 
season at WBTT. She has always known 
this is what she loves to do. Her passion 
has led her to work in theatres across the 
U.S. such as Asolo Repertory Theatre, 
Florida Studio Theatre, and Chanhassen 

Dinner Theatre. Some of her favorite shows 
she has worked on include Eubie! (WBTT), 
Dreamgirls (WBTT), My Fair Lady (Chaska 
Valley Family Theatre), Anything Goes 
(Chanhassen Dinner Theatre), Chicago 
(Massasoit Community College), and 
Cabaret (Massasoit Community College). 
She was nominated for  BroadwayWorld’s 
Sarasota Award for Best Costume Design 
for her work on Eubie! and was recently 
nominated for WBTT’s 2023 production 
of Dreamgirls. WBTT feels like her family 
and she is happy to be an employee in a 
position she loves.

DOMINIQUE FREEMAN (Wig Designer) 
Creative, versatile, and passionate about 
her craft, Dominique Freeman has been 
able to establish herself as a successful 
stylist over the past 14 years. She received 
her education from the world-renowned 
Aveda Institute. Her passion for her craft 
and clients is what separates her from 
others. After spending years perfecting her 
craft, Dominique is now branching into the 
entertainment world.

TIANNA HARRIS (Assistant Stage 
Manager) is elated to return as assistant 
stage manager for Marvin Gaye: Prince 
of Soul! She previously worked as an 
ASM in this season’s A Soldier’s Play and 
Once on this Island, and last season’s 
Dreamgirls and Flyin’ West. She enjoys 
learning about all the moving parts of 
theatre and has worked as a stagehand on 
countless productions. She began working 
with WBTT when they launched the 
summer camp intensive program, Stage 
of Discovery, in 2016. As an alumna of this 
program, she is no stranger to the stage. 
She last appeared in WBTT’s holiday show 
Black Nativity. Through her work in theatre 
Tianna has learned a lot and is delighted 
to continue her work with the Westcoast 
Black Theatre Troupe both on and off 
stage.

AUSTIN JACOBS (Projections Designer) 
began his career as an editor assistant in 
Atlanta, Georgia, honing his skills in editing, 
writing, and producing under Tammy 
William (Tammy Del Films). He obtained 
an on set PA certification from Tammy 
while attending school and the Georgia 
Film Academy. Austin then returned to 
Washington D.C., joining Events DC in the 
creative services department and working 
as a freelance editor, contributing to 
winning two local Emmy Awards. Later, he 



CAST AND CREATIVE

moved to Sarasota, working in the sound 
department at WBTT and emerging as a 
projection designer, notably designing the 
show Dreamgirls for WBTT’s 2022-2023 
season.
 
KACIE LEY* (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is delighted to return to Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe. Originally from Green Bay 
Wisconsin, she moved to the Sarasota area 
in 2022 after graduating from St. Norbert 
College in Wisconsin. WBTT credits include 
Assistant Stage Manager for Big Sexy: The 
Fats Waller Revue, Once On This Island, 
and Joyful! Joyful! She would also like to 
thank the WBTT team for giving her the 
opportunity to join them again this year!

JUANITA MUNFORD* (Production Stage 
Manager) is a proud member of Actors’ 
Equity Association. She has extensive 
experience as a stage manager. A native 
of Manchester, N.H., Juanita attended St. 
Michael’s College in Winooski, Vt. After 
working in St. Michael’s Playhouse, she 
moved to Sarasota in 1983 and became the 
stage manager for more than 90 shows at 
the Asolo Repertory Theatre. Juanita’s first 
WBTT show as stage manager was Marvin 
Gaye: The Man and His Music in 2011 and 
she has served in that role ever since. She 
loves working with Nate Jacobs and all the 
amazing people at WBTT.

MICHAEL PASQUINI (Lighting Designer) 
designed this season’s A Soldier’s Play; 
Joyful! Joyful!; and Once On This Island; 
as well as last season’s Big Sexy: The Fats 
Waller Revue; Flyin’ West; Black Nativity; 
and Guys and Dolls.  Recent area designs 
include Judith for Urbanite Theatre; Tick, 
Tick… Boom! and Ruthless! The Musical for 
The Sarasota Players; as well as A Comedy 
of Tenors for Florida Studio Theatre. 
Michael is a graduate of Booker High 
School’s VPA Theatre Program and Florida 
State University’s School of Theatre. 
Michael serves as the Treasurer of the 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 412; and is the Head 
Electrician and Assistant Lighting Designer 
for Sarasota Opera.

PATRICK RUSSINI (Sound Designer) 
has worked as a Professional Sound 
Designer, Audio Technician and Sound 
Engineer since 2012. His audio artistry 
has showcased the signature sound of 
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe shows 
since he joined the staff in 2016 as Sound 
Engineer; he was recently named Resident 
Sound Designer for the company. Patrick 
has traveled three times with WBTT 
Founder and Artistic Director Nate Jacobs 
to the National Black Theatre Festival in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., ran sound for WBTT’s 
70’s Soul Party at Ed Smith Stadium in 
Sarasota, and was named The Best Sound 
Design of a Play or Musical in the 2022 
BroadwayWorld Sarasota Awards. He’s 
also personally worked with rock legend 
Alice Cooper, Blues/Gospel/Rock Singer/
Songwriter guitarist Jonny Lang, and many 
other artists. Patrick is excited to be part of 
the WBTT team.

KEVIN WHITE (Production Manager) 
– After a decade of working in the 
Philadelphia theatre community, Kevin 
moved to Sarasota in May of 2021. This is 
his second season with WBTT! A graduate 
of DeSales University (2015) and the Arden 
Professional Apprenticeship Program 
(2016), he has worked on production, 
education, and artistic projects with a wide 
range of theatres throughout the country. 
In addition to arts administration and 
theatrical production experience, Kevin is 
an actor, director, producer, and comedian 
and has produced a number of his own 
small shows & productions! Outside of his 
life in the theatre you can find Kevin on the 
beach, watching Eagles football, playing 
video games, or running the occasional 5k. 
Much love to Tori, Chloe, and family!



THE FRIENDSHIP TRAIN
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe is pleased to recognize our 
legacy donors as our “Friendship Train.” These donors have 

indicated in writing that WBTT is included in their estate 
plans. We are so grateful to them for ensuring that WBTT  
will touch the lives of young artists, students and patrons 

long into the future.  
If you would like to consider jumping on board, contact  

Debra Flynt-Garrett, Development Director, at 941-404-7755.

Bankston Family Trust
IN MEMORIAM

Carol & Tom Beeler
Dan Denton

Michael & Suzanne Gladfelter
Ronald & Rita Greenbaum

Len Gumley
IN MEMORIAM

Marilyn Harwell
IN MEMORIAM

Peggy & Hal Hayden
Bob Johnson

IN MEMORIAM

Darlene J. Kalada &  
Richard N. Bryan
Penelope Kingman
Lynne Koy
Alan & Abbie Kurland
Rose Marie Proietti
Laurie Rosin
Eva T. Slane
IN MEMORIAM

Jeffrey Smith & Deborah Mix
Mary Lou Webster



Thank you to our family of donors for supporting WBTT’s 2023–2024 Season. 
Includes Visionary Circle Donors, Production Sponsors, and Event Sponsors

Contributions received between January 1, 2024 and April 9, 2024  
(Donors who contributed between January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023  

are listed in our season playbill.)

2023-2024
SEASON SPONSORS

ARTISTIC DIRECTORS  |  $20,000–$49,999

Kenneth & Sarah Goldblatt 
Annette Urso Rickel Foundation 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS  |  $10,000–$19,999

Daniel & Belle Fangmeyer

PLAYWRIGHTS  |  $5,000–$9,999

David & Vivian Dresner  
in Honor of Nancy & Tom Flanagan 

Estate of Marilyn Harwell 
Henry Katz 

James & Stephania McClennen

DIRECTORS  |  $2,500–$4,999
David Kotok & Christine Schlesinger

*Denotes 5 years or more of continuous support

CHOREOGRAPHERS  |  $1,000–$2,499

Terry Brackett 
Alvinnetta Burks 

Sam & Pam Citron 
Nedra Clark 

Rochelle Gunner 
Howard Harris 

Minnie Baylor Henry & Brent Henry 
Clarance & Maureen Jones 

Tammy Karp 
Tootie Larios in Honor of  

Andrew & Judith Economos 
Dave & Ellen Levine 

Frank & Katherine Martucci 
Ralph & Peggy Passino 
Alan & Sunny Pervil 
Keith & Felicia Povich 
Dr. Jose Santana 
Donna Santarsiero-Menegaz 
Dr. Hugh Smith & 
Dr. Marsha Kindall-Smith 
Maria & Levi Thompson 
Helen Vetter 
Elisabeth Waters 
Michael & Mirian Weir 
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Henry & Phyllis Battie 
Pat Belote 

Michael Billie 
Josephine Bloom 

Elizabeth Bloor 
Alan & Sandi Borenkind 

Venessa Bosma 
Dan & Litten Boxser 

Beth Cannata 
Humbert & Allison Cazaubon 

Martha Chadwick 
Dale Clayton 

John Linzee Coolidge 
Paul & Sharon Corologos 

Aaron Cutler 
Jane Davies 

Raymond Davies in Honor of Julie 
Leach 

Francesca Digirolamo 
Barbara Dingman  

Robert Douglas  
Thomas Esposito 

Dr. Hector Estepan &  
Marlene Hope Johnson in Honor of 

John & Geri Gibbs 
Robert & Iris Fanger Family 

Foundation in Honor of  
Karen & Michael Gardiner  

Sandy Fink 
Christiane Fischer-Harling 

Karen & Marc Fors 

DESIGNERS  |  $500–$999

 Ian Black 
Larry & Shain Fishman  

in Honor of Mike Gardiner &  
Debra Flynt-Garrett 

Lilly Pulitzer 
Nancy Gold & Bruce Lehman 

Tootie Larios  
in Memory of Henry LeTang 

Ruth & Andy Maass  
in Honor of Mike & Karen Gardiner 

Loraine McWilliams  
Barbara O’Neil 
David & Adie Rubin 
Stephanie Sonnabend &  
Gregory Ciccolo 
Richard Weisbrot & Barbara Shaiman 
in Honor of Andi Munzer 
Barbara Whitfield 

STAGE HANDS  |  $35–$499
Deborah Franczek in Honor of 
Michele Hooper & Lemuel Seabrook 
Charles & Leslie Gerhardt 
Susan Ghezzi 
Barry Golin 
Marilyn Graves 
Green Cooling Solutions in Honor 
of Linda Pelletier, Connie Norton & 
Wendy Billington 
Susan Grodman 
Earnest Hansley 
Angela Hissom 
Mary Jo Hixon 
Dale Horwitz 
Rochelle Jackson 
Michael James 
Warren Jones 
Anthony Joseph 
Deborah Kaplan 
David Katz 
Ann Kenny 
Amina King 
Ted Kleinmaier 
Barbara Kupferberg 
Lucy Lapides 
James & Gail Lawrence 
Kevin Lofton 
Rosemary Margulies 
James Martin 
Mary Matteotti 



SEASON SPONSORS

Simone McKeithen 
Martha Michals 
Ruth Mickelsen 

Brenda Mike 
Lawrence & Shirley Miller 

Mark Mitshkun 
Nancy Mizrahi 

Gerald Montgomery in Memory 
of Clyde & Dorothy Montgomery 

Kindra Muntz 
Lynda Murray 

Jeannette Paladino 
Patrice Pantello 

Jazi Patel 
Wayne Pevey 

William and Meredith Pitts 
Bradd Powell in Honor of Nate Jacobs 

Maureen Quigley  
in Memory of Miracle Lenox 

Joan Rachlin 
Ilana Horowitz Ratner 

Edward Rich 
Lawrence Richard 

Emily Rizzo 

STAGE HANDS  |  $35–$499
Mike Rosario 
Francine Rosenberg 
Barbara Rosovsky 
Daryl Rowland  
Jacqueline Salvino in Honor 
of Penelope Kingman  
John & Carole Segal 
Donna Serio 
Edna Sherrell 
George Sherrell 
Barbara Simon
Michael & Maryalice Stamer 
John Henry Staples 
Markus & Ingrid Summers 
Nina Tepper 
Antonio Terry 
Lynn Turner 
Athena Underwood 
Melissa Voigt 
Hopeton Walker 
Rev. Paul & Andrea White 
Wendy Wyman 
Barbara Young 
Janet Zettermarck 



Thank you to All Our  
Giving Challenge Donors

Anonymous (17)
Lois Agronick
Jane Ahern-Defillippi
Ravi & Virginia Akhoury in 
Memory of Giresh & Akhoury 
Jankinath
Vicki Alkire
Bob Allen
Robert & Deborah Grace 
Allen
Eladio Amores
Judy Anderson
Cheryl Anderson
Paul L. Andis
Ronald Archbold
Trudy Archer
Amanda Arnold
Carol Arscott
Patricia Arter
Lorraine Asarch
Laurel Ash
Lurline Aslanian
Shelia Atkins
Jon Ayers
J.B.
Margaret Bailey
Helen Baker
Bruce Ballard
Martha Ballard
Donna Bardgett
Ron Bastek
Karen Beardman
Lisa Beckstein
Carole Beebe
Stephen Bell
Richard A. Belle
Regina Belvin
Debbie Benner
Thomas Bercal

Celeste Betjemann
Helga & Jerry Bilik Giving 
Fund
Suzanne Biviano
Kimberly Bleach
Samantha Bloom
Rotraut Bockstahler
Randall Bono
Steven Bordes
Arie & Nancy Bortinger
Venessa Bosma
Patricia Bourke
Mary Bowmaster
Terry Brackett
Michael Brooks
Sandra Brophy
Dorothea H. Brown
Charles Brown
Janice Brunts
Janet Bryars
Linda Buchek
Bruce P. Burbage
Jehanne Burch
Alyssa Burns
Elizabeth Burns
David M. Burrowes
Philip H. Butler
Debra Buttaggi
Ellen Campbell
Perette Cannady
Claudia Cardillo
Elana Carnes
Kelly Carney
Jim Carroll
Angela Carrubba
Bob Carter
James I. Cash Jr
Chris & Patricia Caswell
Robert & Carole Catineau

Patricia J. Cerefice
Laura J. Champagne
Sue E. Chapman
Vicki Chatley
Kerry Cheesman
Miriam Clark
Nedra A. Clark
Robert Cole
Linda Commito
Jack Conely in Memory of 
Marilyn Harwell
Jill Considine
Bette Lou Cookson
Kathleen Coty
Stephen Craig
Catherine Cranor
Dr. Francis Curd
Chase & Robin Curtis Family 
Giving Fund
Antonio L. Diaz
Wendy & Jim Damoulakis
Karren Daniels
Liz Davis
Kim Davis
Mary E. Davis
Michael & Pamela Clarke
Robert Defillippi
Donald J. Deneen in Honor of 
Murva Deneen
Toby Deutsch
Troy Dillahunty
Nancy Dillard
Norbert Donelly
Jan Dowd
Jim Doyle
Derek Draper 
Linda Driggs
Melissa Dunlap
Brian Dunn

Special thanks to the Community Foundation of Sarasota County 
with giving strengthened by the Patterson Foundation



Joseph  Dzialo
Stanley Eding
Linda Elliff
Phyllis Elsishans
Linda Roeming & Craig Engle
Anna Lee Ernst
Anne Essner
Robert Essner
Donna Estevez
Robert J. Evans
Virginia Fabbioli-Marsten
John Farris
Anne-Marie Feikema
Scott Ferguson
Cady Ferguson
Grier Ferguson
Judy Fiala
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Martin Flacks
Nancy Flanagan
Theo Fletcher
Debra Flynt-Garrett
Wendi Fogelson
Dr. Nancy Fogg-Johnson & 
Ron Johnson
Cindy Fornelli & Randy Earley
Arlene Fortsch in Honor of 
Gloria Mako
Robert Fottler
Mary Foushi in Memory of 
Phil Werdell
Herbert Fox &  
Janet Zinner
Kimberly Freiwald
Donald Friedman
Carmel Frost
Mary Fuerst in Memory of 
Tom Fuerst
Shannon Fusco
Lonnetta Gaines
Lawrence J. & Elizabeth R. 
Gallick Fund
Karen Galloway
Susan Galvin
Linda Garcia
Mike Gardiner 
Barbara Gardner
H. Gladstone & Betty 
Pritchard McKeon Foundation
Tracy Geannopulos
Maureen Gebhardt
Norbert Geiss
Diana Geiss
Lynda & Marvin Geller
Robert Germain
Abby & Richard Gerrity
Suzanne Gladfelter
Mark Glassman 
Roz Goldberg
Karen & DRC Gonzales
Nelda Goodgames
Chester Goree

Alida Gorin
Joe & Leslie Grabowski
Beth Graves
Milton Grebler
Ellen L. Greenberger in Honor 
of Arnette & Ariel
Judy Guinn
J.H.
Teresa Haddock
Rebecca Hale
Elizabeth Hall
Bruce Hamill
Lorna E. Hard
Nancy Hart
Jake Hartvigsen
Jeanne Cowan & Barney Hass
Sally Hawkins in Honor of 
Dorothy Collington
Peggy Hayden
Hayes Family Foundation
Phyllis & Bob Hemler
Marjorie Henry
Maryl Henry
Mitzie Henson
Susan Herring
Joyce Hersh
Patricia Heyman & Alan Roar
Angela Hissom in Memory of 
Gerri Aaron & Marvin Albert
Anita Holec
John Holz
Thomas L. Hoover
Doris Howard
Kim Hunt
Charlayne Hunter-Gault & 
Ronald Gault
Jean C. Hurd
Joseph Hurd
Marcia Hurwitz
Eleanor Israel
J.A. Joseph Family Fund
Wendy Jacobs
Nate Jacobs 
Sheila Jellison
Philip Johnson
Donald & Doris Johnson
Christine P. Johnson in honor 
of Sharon Kunkel
Brilliant Harvest, LLC in Honor 
of Sharon Kunkel
William Johnston
Barbara A. Jones Fund
Kathy Jordan in honor of 
Julie Leach 
Christie Juhasz 
Steven Kalt
Henry Kassen
Wendy & Michael Katz
Elaine & Robert Kaufman
Ivan & Judith Kazen
Ute Kegel
Patricia Kennelly

Ann Kenny
John Kidd
Kiran & Bill Kimbell
Lee King
Penelope Kingman
Lynn Kisser
Barry & Cecile Klayton
Roger Klotz
Karen  Klotz
Joel & Betty Koch
Thomas Koski
Judy Kozlowski
Steven Krause
Willis Smith Construction
Sharon  Kunkel
Kim Lacy
Roger & Jane Lang
Sophia LaRusso in Memory of 
Joseph LaRusso
Valarie Law
Greg Lawrick
Julie Leach
Brock Leach
Joshua Leach
Rebekah Leopold
Barry Levinson
Margaret Levinson
Rosalie & Richard Lewis
Jennifer D. Lewis
Timothy & Barbara Liggett
Stacy Liljeberg
Bill Little
Sabrina Lofton
Barbara & James Long
John & Sandra Long
Anne & Wayne Loomer
Debra Love
Peter Lowndes
Peggy Lowndes
Norm Luppino
Judy Lutes
Wendy M. Ulrich
Fran & Bill Magness
Carolyn Major-Harper
Carla Malachowski
Hal & Bettianne Marcus
Rosemary & Jeff Margulies
Helen Markus
Debby & Dick Marshall
Enid Marshall
Jacqueline Massari
John E. Maupin Jr.
Martin Hugh Max
Richard & Marilyn Maxen
Jane McCormack
Margaret Mccrystal
McCullough Legal Services
Katie McCurry
Carole & John Mcdermott
Marie Mckee



Martha Mcklveen
Thomas Meehan in Memory 
of Darryl Meehan
Elaine Merker
Lisa Merritt MD in Memory of 
Eleanor Merritt
Stephen Meuler
Kermith & Isera Miller
Paula Miller
Sandra Miller
Howard Millman
Karen Morgan
Randall Morgan
Melissa Furman 
Joel & Beverly Morrison
Allen & Roberta Morton 
Marian Moss
Judy & Eric Mower
Carolyn Munro
Kindra Muntz
Cindy & Mike Nash
Francine Newman
Sharon Newman
Bernice Niss
Paula Norwood
Barry & Karen Oshry
Dale Otterman
Franklin G. Berlin Foundation
DreamLarge
Theron Palmer 
Kim Parris
Nancy Parrish
Debbie Partridge
Michael Pasquini 
Brenda Patten
Richard & Rosalie Pears
Missy Peck
Herbert Peeples in Memory of 
Bishop Dr. Henry L. Porter
Richard Perlman
Kris & Cathy Perry
Ardice & John Perry
Marie Pogozelski
Étienne “EJ” Porter
Edda Post
Linda Poteat-Brown & Allen 
Brown 
Kim Powell
Vera Pressley
Barry & Rebecca Preston
Glenn Hill & Donna Primas
Jim & Jan Pullen
Ann B. Quackenbush
Debra Quinn
Marilyn Quintal
Eve Rabbiner
Sharon Ramey in honor of the 
troupe and staff at WBTT
Mona Rankin
Jacqueline Ray
Eugene Raymond

Donald Reaves 
Ethel Revels
Emily Rizzo
W.J. Roberson II
Greta Roberts
Rafael Robles
Shelley Roisen
Michele Rollman
Vicki Carol Rollo
Laurie Rosin
Ira & Judith Rosner
Lynne Ross
Terry & Sam Roth
Nancy Roucher
Steven Rubin
Sue Rupp & Josh Ingojo
Linda Ruppert
Eluned & Edward Russell 
Charitable Foundation
David Sadkin
Larry Sage
Ellen Sakamoto
Jacqueline Salvino in Honor 
of Penelope Kingman
Judith Samuel in Memory of 
Lois Samuel
Andrew Sandberg
Michael Saunders
Kathy Schersten
Alison & Jeff Schillinger 
Patti Schimmel 
Dona Scott
Harvey & Ruth Scribner
Doug & Hilory Seaton
David Sessions
Nan & Larry Shapiro
Jack Shapiro
Nancy Shapiro
Mary Shaw
Carol D. Shea
Bernice Shor
Leslie Shriberg
Arthur Siciliano
Warren & Evelyn Silver
Warren Simpson
Lauda & Geoffrey Sisung 
Pamela Smith
Jeffrey & Sandy Smith
Douglas Smith
Stephanie Sonnabend & 
Gregory Ciccolo
Bonita Spadafora
Willie M. Stanfield
Pat Steck
Anne Stegall in Memory of A. 
Barry Stein
Barbara R. Stevens
J. Alvin Stout 
Kathy Stout-Labauve
Elizabeth Sublette
Millard & Joann Surrency

Hobart & Janis Swan
Beth Swartz
Charlie Ann Syprett
Loius & Linda Talarico
Barbara W. Talmage
Marcia Jean Taub & Peter 
Swain
Frances Taylor
Mike Tetmeyer
Larry & Beth Thayer
Armentia Thomas
Nadine Thomas
Marilyn Thompson Fund
Diane Thorp
Mary Lou Thrush
Rowland & Gayle Timmerman
Kimberly Tocci
Edward Town
Jane Traub
Debbie Trice
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Coconut 
Cake

DON'T MISS WBTT'S SUMMER COMEDY!

Coconut Cake was chosen as the Winner of The Sylvia  
Sprinkle-Hamlin Rolling World Premiere Award at the  

National Black Theatre Festival in 2022 and is premiering at  
5 different theatres in 2024. 

Coconut Cake tells the story of four retirees who spend their 
days debating the mysteries of life over coffee and games of 
chess at a local McDonald’s. But when a mysterious woman 

moves to town, tempting Eddie Lee and his chess buddies to 
indulge in her melt-in-your-mouth coconut cake and medicine 

cabinet secrets, their lives are changed forever.



WBTT THEATRE
1012 N. Orange Ave.

Sarasota, Florida 34236
Visit us online at: 

WESTCOASTBLACKTHEATRE.ORG
941-366-1505

OUR MISSION
 

Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe was founded  
in December 1999 as a not-for-profit 

501(c)(3) organization. Our mission is to  
produce professional theatre that  

promotes and celebrates African American  
history and experience, engages a broad base  

of patrons and audiences, supports the  
development of a dynamic group of aspiring 

artists and builds self-esteem in youth of color.

Tax-deductible gifts from generous individuals, 
businesses, and foundations underwrite  

WBTT’s annual operating budget. Your support  
helps to keep tickets affordable and provides  

funds to mentor new local talent and to  
develop high-quality productions. In addition,  
your gifts allow us to offer theatre experiences  

to an underserved population.

Thank you!

The Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe of Florida, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. Federal 
Tax ID# 65-1040662. “A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-
435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” REGISTRATION NO. CH17803
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